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a talent. she is positively convinced it will be recognised one dav. that
her designs will be worn all across the city. perhaps, Dora muses. the
comeri of her rnorrth twitching as she eases a particularly tiny lvire
into plac:e. across Europe. But then she shakes her head, tries to
pluck her lofty dreams from the w.oclwormed beams above her and
concentrate. It will not do to be distracted anr,l ruin hours cif rvork at
the last hurdle.

Dora cuts another piece of wire from the ror hooked over a nail on
the wall.

The beauty of cannetille is that it i*ritates fi.e lace. She has seen
parure sets on displa,v in Ru,dell & Bridge and marvelled at their
intricate designs: a necklace, earrings, bracelet, brooch and tiara
would have been the work of months. Briefly Dora had contemplated
creating the matching pair of earrings from her sketch, but grudgingly
admitted her time was better spent elsewhere. This necklace is only
an erample alier all, a means to demonstrate her skill.

'There!'she exclaims, snipping the excess wire with a pair of fine-
handled clippers. The clasp has been bothering her all morning for it
proved damnably fiddl,'but now it is done, r,vorth the dark early start,
the strain of back, the nurnbness of buttock. She lays clown the cut-
te.s- blows into her hands and rubs them rrard together. just as a flurry
of black and white descends from the rooftops with a furtive caw.

Dora sits back and smiles.

'Cood morning, mI heart.,

The magpie sails through the winrlow, lands softly on the bed.
Around the bircl's neck swings the smar leather pouch she has sewn
for him. Hermes'neck is bowecl - there is weight to it.

He has found something.

'Come the..' Dora says, closing the t'indow tight against the win_
ter chill. 'Show me what you,ve scurried up.,

Hermes chirps, dips his head. The pouch strap srackens ancl the
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But Dora never expected it to match her drawing. She lacks the

right tools ancl materials, the correct training. It is, however, a start;

proof that there is beauty to her work, {br despite the crude materials

there is an elegance to the shapes she has wrought. No, Dora is not

satisfied, but she is pleased. She hopes it will clo. Surely with this

pebble as a centrepiece . . .

There is a bang, the jangle of a clistant bell.
oDora!'

The voice that calls up from three -ctorevs belou. is hard, sharp,

impatient. Hermes chirps irritablr in his cage.

'Dora.'the voice barks again. 'Come dol-n and manage the shop.

I've urgent business at the dock.'

The statement is followed hv the clull thud of a door closing,

another one, far olT. Then, silence.

Dora sighs, covers the necklace with a piece of linen, places her

spectacles dowrr alongside it. She .rvill har,e to add the glass pebble

later, lvhen her uncle has retired to bed. W-ith regret Dora props it
against the candlestick where it wobbles hriefl,v before falling still.

I{ezekiah Blake's Emporium for Exotic Antiquities stands out against

the coffee-house and haberdasher's it sits hetween. Its lr.indorv is

large antl borvecl, obtrusive to passers-by who olien find themselves

compelled to stop due to its sheer size. But the street is where marry

of these passers-hy star, - nowadays felv linger when they realise tlre

window with its peeling frame has nothing more exotic in it than an

armoire from the last century ancl a landscape painting reminiscent

of Cainsborough. Once a booming establishment it now houses onlv

forgeries and dust-furred curiosities that hold no real appreal for the
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remained. Nothing in Blake's Enrporium is what it once was; the busi-
ness has dwindled, its reputation along with it.

Dora flips over a new page of the ledger (only two entries yester-

day) and scrawls the date in its margin.

They do make sales. Over the course of the month money drips
slowly but steadily in. like the water from their leaking r,of. But each

sale is based on lies. o, showmanship. Hezekiah attaches all sorls of
{antastical histories to his objects. A rvooden chest r,r'as the means by
rvhich a slaver transported two children from the Americas in 1504
(made onlv the week before br- a Deptford carpenter); a pair of ornate
candlesticks belonged at one time to Thoma-s Culpeper (served up by
a blacksmith in cheapside). once, Hezekiah sold a brothel keeper a

green velvet sopha he claimed'rvas owned bv a French count during
the Thirty Years' W-ar, salvaged when his ,most glorious, chdteau
b,rnt to the ground (the count was in fact a desperate widow rvho sold
it to Hezekiah for three guineas to go toward paying her husband's

debts). He even furnished the upper rooms of a mollv house with six
Japanese screens from the Heian period (painted himself in the base-

ment belou'). If his customers cared to question the authenticity of
these items. Hezekiah nould have felt the cold hard floor of the old
Bailev beneath his knees long before now. But thev do not question.
The calibre of them. their appreciation of fine art and antiquities, is

distinctly lacking.

Forgeries, Dora has discovered over the years, are not unheard of
in antiquitv circles. Indeed. manv uith money to spare commission
copies of items thev ha'e seen in the British Museum or have admired
abroad. But Hezekiah . . . Hezekiah does not admit to his deceit. and

there is where the danger lies. Dora krows uhat the punishment is for
such trickerv - a heavr,fine, a turn on the pillorv. months in prison.
Her stomach t*ists sicklr at the thought. She could have reportecl

Hezekiah, of coulse. but -she depencis on him - her uncle, the shop,
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mentioning to Hezekiah that she has heen stealing from the larder

and Dora has no patience for his hypocritical lectures.

The housekeeper steps into the shop, looks at her with evebrows

raised.

'Not hungry? You hardly ate a thing at dinner last night.'

Dora ignores this, insteacl raises her linger to show the black.

'Shouldn't you be cleaning?'

Lottie frolvns. 'In here?'

'W'here else do you suppose I mean?'

The housekeeper scoffs. su-ings a stout arm through the air like a

fan. 'It's a shop for antiquities" isn't it? Thev're meant to }-re dusty.

That's the charm.'

Dora turns her face awav. purses her lips at Lottie's tone. Alwavs

she has treated Dora like this- as if she rvere nothing more than a ser-

vant hersell'and not, in fact, the daughter of two reputable antiquarians

and the niece of the current proprietor. Behind the counter Dora

straightens the ledger. begin-* to sharpen the pencii to a fine point.

biting down the bitter rvords on her tongue; Lottie Norris is not r,vorth

the hreath it would take to scold he1 nor rvould it do any good if she

did.

'You sure you want nothing?'

'I'm sure,' Dora savs shortlv.

'PIease yourself.'

The door begins to close. Dora lon-ers the pencil.

'Lottie?' The door stops. 'What was so irnportant at the dock that

Uncle had me mind the shop?'

The housekeeper hesitates, scrunches her stub nose. 'How'm I to
kno'lv?' she savs, but as the door swings shut behind her, infernal bell

tinkling, Dora thinks Lottie knorvs very rvell.
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he will he free to indulge alt he likes. He has ,vaited in long suffer-

ance these past trvelve 1.ears. Verv soon, his r,r,ait will be or.er.

As he approaches Puddle Dock, Hezekiah lifts his hanclkerchief

once more. He uses this particular whar{for all his more questionable

transactions. Here the stench of filth is at its most pungent. Primarily
a la,vstall for the soils of London's streets, shipments here ar.e unlikely
to be monitored. He is thar-rkful that this particular transaction will
be conductecl in the depths of deepest winter for in the summer

months the furnes of shit steam and rise, sinking into ever.ything they

touch: nostril hair and eyelashes, the very clothes on his back, ship-
ments large and small. The last thing he wants is for this most precious

item to be tainted with the stench. No. he thinks. that would nor do

at all.

This dock is small and narrow as docks go, enclosed between two

touerir-rg buildings with boarded-up windows. Hezekiah must press

his back to the gri,rv r,l-alls to get past the bustle of dockers. tries
urrsuccessfullv to ignore the night-soil men emptving their carts of
excrement. the unappealing slop and smack of brim-filled buckets

hitting the cobbles. His heel skids on something slick (Hezekiah

refuses to entertain the thought of what it might be) and he barrels

into the back of a Chinaman holding a bucket, its Iilthy contents

threatening to spill over at the collide. As he reaches out a hand to

steady himself against the wall Hezekiah stares, affronted, but there
is no apology, no sign the man has even registered his prese,ce at all
and he has moved along before Hezekiah can press the matter. Eyes

rvatering he breathes deeply into cotton, continues unsteadilv down

the sloping ramp to the river's edge.

The foreman, directing the night slop on the barges to be taken

do*,nri'er, has his back to Hezekiah, and the olcler man must call out

across the racket to be heard.

'1VIr f ibb, if you please! Mr Tibbl'
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